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EXECUTIVE DECISION

made by a Cabinet Member

PLYMOUTH

CITY COUNCIL

REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY BY
AN INDIVIDUAL CABINET MEMBER

Executive Decision Reference Number - L52 24/25

Decision

1 Title of decision: Central Park Improvements Programme
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Decision maker: Councillor Tudor Evans OBE, Leader of the Council

Report author and contact details: Liza Oxford, liza.oxford@plymouth.gov.uk 01752398393

Decision to be taken:

To add the following sums to the capital programme:

a) £237k of funds through a Revenue Contribution to Capital Outlay (RCCO) into the Central
Park Improvements Project

b) £100,271.00 grant from The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Urban
Innovative Actions (UIA) programme - Green Minds

c) £19,877.60 grant fund from Flood and Coastal Innovation Fund (FCRIP)

2) Vire £500k from the existing Skid programme to the Environmental Improvement Programme within
Street Services;

3) Approve the business case.

N.B. Any unspent funds will be returned to the Skid programme

5 Reasons for decision:

I. Completion of Central Park Ponds Scheme will:

Improve the high flood risk catchment area which experiences surface water flooding and to
which the park contributes.

Alleviate the limited capacity in the sewer system which cause Combined Sewer Overflow
(CSO) spills into Pennycomequick stream culverted watercourse.

Reduce direct costs for clean-up and indirect costs to local residents through the impact of
surface water flooding on houses/streets downstream

Furthermore, the sustainable drainage system will:
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Reduce flooding, reduce the risk of pollution and CSO incidents and increase the capacity of
highway drainage and combined sewers.

Create a model nature-based solution, which could be replicated in other areas of the city.
Contribute to improved air quality, heat reduction and carbon sequestration through increased
tree planting, future-proofing the tree stock of the park

Increase biodiversity in the park to support connection to nature for health and wellbeing
Ensure Central Park meets the aspirations as the city’s Flagship Park, bringing a more diverse and
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increased audience to the park, supporting active lifestyles and increasing income generation for
the park enterprises and events

6 Alternative options considered and rejected:
I. Do nothing — runs the risk of increased future flooding and risk of flooding to nearby properties

2. Non completion would reduce the planting and reduce the effectiveness of the Scheme and
lower the legal and planning requirement for Biodiversity Net Gain

7 Financial implications and risks:

Revenue Contribution to Capital Outlay (RCCO) of £237k has been approved and allocated and will not
lead to any revenue finance pressure.

Vire £500k virement from the Skid programme within Street Services to finance completion of project
£100,271.00 grant from The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Urban Innovative Actions
(UIA) programme - Green Minds

£19,877.60 grant fund from Flood and Coastal Innovation Fund (FCRIP)

Financial cost of dealing with ongoing flooding within the park and subsequently downstream within the
Stonehouse Flood Risk catchment area

8 Legal Implications: (For completion by Legal Officers)

None

9 Is the decision a Key Decision? Yes No Per the Constitution, a key decision

(please contact Democratic Support is one which:

for further advice) X in the case of capital projects and
contract awards, results in a new
commitment to spend and/or save in
excess of £3miillion in total
X in the case of revenue projects when

the decision involves entering into new
commitments and/or making new
savings in excess of £ million annually
X s significant in terms of its effect on
communities living or working in an area
comprising two or more wards in the
area of the local authority.

If yes, date of publication of the
notice in the Forward Plan of Key
Decisions

10 Please specify how this decision is Corporate Plan
linked to the Council’s corporate
plan/Plymouth Plan and/or the policy
framework and/or the Make Plymouth a great place to grow up and grow old
revenue/capital budget:

Green investment, jobs, skills and better education

One of Europe’s most vibrant waterfront cities, where an
outstanding quality of life is enjoyed by everyone

Plymouth Plan

HEA?7 optimising the health and well-being benefits of the
natural environment

GRO6 Delivering Plymouth’s natural network

GRO7 Reducing carbon emissions and adapting to climate
change
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Please specify any direct
environmental implications of the
decision (carbon impact)

Urgent decisions

12a

12b

12¢

Is the decision urgent and to be
implemented immediately in the
interests of the Council or the
public?

Reason for urgency:

Scrutiny
Chair
Signature:

Scrutiny
Committee
name:

Print Name:

Consultation

13a

13b

13c

Are any other Cabinet members’
portfolios affected by the decision?

Which other Cabinet member’s
portfolio is affected by the decision?

Date Cabinet member consulted

INT6 Enhancing Plymouth’s green city credentials

The Scheme will reduce flooding and provide substantial
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) above the 10% required.

The project aims to have a minimum impact on carbon
emissions. The Sustainable drainage scheme is a nature-
based solution that uses natural features to manage water
and prevent flooding, avoiding the carbon impact that a hard
engineered solution has.

Tree planting and interpretation about the role of trees in
carbon sequestration and air quality will improve carbon
capture, knowledge and understanding.

Working closely with the Sustainable Transport team the
project enhances and promotes a strategic route for
connecting walking and cycling through the city, encouraging
a lower use of vehicles.

In line with the Net Zero Action Plan the project as a whole
aims to provide exemplars for nature-based solutions for
climate change and carbon capture, which can inspire and
engage a wider audience.

Yes (If yes, please contact Democratic Support
(democraticsupport@plymouth.gov.uk) for
advice)

No X (If no, go to section |13a)

Date
Yes X
No (If no go to section 14)

Councillor Tom Briars-Delve, Cabinet Member for
Environment and Climate Change

24/01/2025
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14 Has any Cabinet member declared a Yes If yes, please discuss with the Monitoring
conflict of interest in relation to the Officer
decision? No X
I5 Which Corporate Management Name Philip Robinson
Team member has been consulted?
Job title Service Director - Street Services
Date 24/01/2025
consulted
Sign-off
16 Sign off codes from the relevant Democratic Support JS124 24/25
departments consulted: (mandatory)
Finance (mandatory) DJN.24.25.180
LS/00001312/4/AC/2
Legal (mandatory) 4/3/25
Procurement (if applicable) N/A
Corporate property (decisions  N/A
involving Council owned land or
facilities) (if applicable)
Human Resources (if applicable) N/A
Appendices
17 Ref. Title of appendix
A Briefing report for publication
B Equalities Impact Assessment

C Climate Impact Assessment

D Business Case

Confidential/lexempt information

I18a Do you need to include any
confidential/exempt information?

18b | Confidential/lexempt briefing report
title:

Yes

If yes, prepare a second, confidential (‘Part II’)
briefing report and indicate why it is not for
publication by virtue of Part |of Schedule 12A
of the Local Government Act 1972 by ticking
the relevant box in 18b below.

(Keep as much information as possible in the
briefing report that will be in the public
domain)

Exemption Paragraph Number

2 3 4 5 6 7
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Background Papers
19 | Please list all unpublished, background papers relevant to the decision in the table below.

Background papers are unpublished works, relied on to a material extent in preparing the report, which
disclose facts or matters on which the report or an important part of the work is based. If some/all of
the information is confidential, you must indicate why it is not for publication by virtue of Part |of
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by ticking the relevant box.

Title of background paper(s) Exemption Paragraph Number
I 2 3 4 5 6 7

Cabinet Member Signature

20 | agree the decision and confirm that it is not contrary to the Council’s policy and budget framework,
Corporate Plan or Budget. In taking this decision | have given due regard to the Council’s duty to
promote equality of opportunity, eliminate unlawful discrimination and promote good relations between
people who share protected characteristics under the Equalities Act (2010) and those who do not. For

further details please see the EIA attached.

Signature Date of decision
‘ 27.03.2025

Print Name ClIr Tudor Evans OBE (Leader of the Council)



