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WOOLWELL TO THE GEORGE TRANSPORT 
IMPROVEMENTS 

 Compulsory Purchase Order & Side Roads Order – Part I 

 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

1.1. The Council is seeking to acquire all of the relevant land interests and rights needed to deliver 

the Woolwell to the George (WTTG) transport scheme (the “Scheme”).   

1.2. The Council’s preference continues to be to secure all the land and rights needed for the 

scheme through negotiated agreement. The making of a compulsory purchase order 

(CPO) however is now necessary to provide the opportunity for the Council to acquire any 

remaining land interests and rights that cannot be secured in a timely way through 

negotiation.  

1.3. An associated side roads order (SRO) is required to enable the procedural measures to be 

taken to allow alterations to the highway and private means of access. 

 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. In February 2017 the Council published an Executive Decision which approved the Outline 

Business Case for the Woolwell to The George Scheme. 

2.2. In October 2019 an Executive Decision was published to approve the business case update 

and place the next stage of development funding on the Capital Programme.  

2.3. In the summer of 2021, the Council made the commitment to those directly affected to pay 

their fair and reasonable professional fees. The Council offered to pay these fees direct to 

their appointed agents and solicitors to facilitate negotiations and to ensure they did not 

suffer financial loss or delay in reclaiming fees as a result of gaining representation. 

2.4. The Council resolved at the Cabinet meeting held on the 09 November 2021 to provide 

approval in principle to pursue a CPO in order to acquire the land and rights needed to 

deliver the Scheme. This allowed the Scheme to be further developed but also allowed 

meaningful negotiations to commence with affected landowners. Cabinet 09 November 2021 

– Minute 201. 

2.5. On 18 March 2024, the Council’s Cabinet gave approval to the making of a compulsory 

purchase order under sections 239, 240, 246, 250 and 260 of the Highways Act 1980 and the 

Acquisition of Land Act 1981. Cabinet 18 March 2024 – Minute 140. 

2.6. At the same meeting, the Council’s Cabinet authorised the making of a Side Roads Order 

under sections 14 and 125 of the Highways Act 1980 to construct new highways and public 

rights of ways, stop up, divert, improve or otherwise deal with a highway including public 
rights of way and to achieve the closure and creation of private means of access. 

2.7. Negotiations with affected landowners have been taking place.  Since the Cabinet decision in 

2021 several parcels have been acquired and now there are 10 plots in third party ownership 

being included in the CPO and six with unknown ownership. 

2.8. The fine details of the Scheme have now been finalised and the Council is ready to make the 

CPO and SRO. 
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3. CPO and SRO 

3.1. Since the Cabinet Decisions in 2021 and 2024, there have been a number of amendments to 

the CPO schedule whereby the Council has been able to design out some previously affected 

plots and the Council has also successfully purchased some of the required land and property 

through negotiation. The changes to the CPO schedule are: 

 1 Plot purchased since the November 2021 Cabinet Decision 

 5 Plots purchased since the March 2024 Cabinet Decision 

 17 Plots designed out since the March 2024 Cabinet Decision. 

3.2. Of the property purchased by the Council, most remain within the CPO schedule in order to 

ensure that any outstanding interests in the land such as covenants etc. are also “cleared” 

from the title.  

3.3. Whilst there have been changes to those affected by and included in the CPO, there has been 

no material change to the Scheme design approved by Cabinet.  

3.4. A copy of the CPO and SRO are attached to the part II paper and will be published shortly on 

the Council’s website once they have been made and served on the affected parties. 

 

4. CONSULTATION 

4.1. In February 2017, the Council hand delivered letters to all potentially affected residents 

whose the Council anticipated land it would need and offered to meet with them.  

4.2. A public consultation specifically on the different options available for a WTTG Scheme was 

carried out in October/November 2017 on improvements to this section of the northern 

corridor.  

4.3. In 2018, the Council published the consultation report and sent letters to anyone who had 

requested to be kept up to date.  In late 2018 a letter was hand delivered to landowners to 

provide an update on the Scheme design work. 

4.4. In 2019 letters were sent to potentially affected landowners to advise them that the first stage 

of the design work was now complete.  The Council offered meetings with landowners 

should they wish to discuss any potential impacts.  

4.5. In 2021 a general update letter was sent to affected residents followed by a further 

consultation undertaken on the preferred option for the scheme in the summer of 2021, held 

online due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The online stakeholder and public engagement took 

place between 20 August 2021 to 12 September 2021 with letters to businesses, 

organisations and residents in the Scheme area.  

4.6. There has been no material change to the Scheme since the preferred option which was 

consulted upon in 2021.  

4.7. In September 2024, the Council held 3 public exhibitions with a particular focus on the 

delivery of Phase 1 works which was due to start imminently. The proposals for the wider 

scheme to be delivered in Phase 2 were also available at these events and officers, contractors 

and engineers were on hand to answer any questions. 

4.8. In January 2026, the Council held 2 public exhibitions in advance of phase 2 works getting 

underway again with officers, contractors and engineers on hand to answer any questions. 

4.9. Correspondence with affected landowners and the wider community continues as the 

Scheme progresses.  
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5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISK 

5.1. Funding for the Scheme was approved at the Cabinet meeting on 9 November 2021 and 

subsequent decisions and has already been accounted for within the approved capital project 

budget. 

5.2. External Transforming Cities and Levelling Up funding has been secured to deliver the 

Scheme, and failure to deliver within the defined timescales could result in loss of funding and 

reputational damage to the Council. 

 

6. TIMESCALES 

6.1. Works to the Scheme have commenced. 


